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ABOUT THE LANDMARK

Kapellbrücke and Wasserturm
The Chapel Bridge is a covered wooden footbridge that crosses the river Reuss at an
angle, next to the stone Water Tower. Together they are the symbol of Lucerne. It is one
of the oldest covered wooden bridges in Europe, and paintings under its roof tell the
story of the town.

In the middle of Lucerne's old town, where the Reuss flows out of Lake Lucerne, a few minutes' walk
from the station.

Built Water Tower about 1300; bridge about 1365

Length about 205 m today; about 279 m at first

Water Tower about 35 m high, eight-sided, walls up to 3 m thick

Paintings originally 158 triangular panels, painted in the 17th century

Named after St. Peter's Chapel at the north end of the bridge

Visitors can walk across for free, at any time of day

The brick-built model you are about to build.
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A SHORT HISTORY

Through the centuries
about 1300 The eight-sided Water Tower is built in the river as part of the town's defences.

about 1365 The covered bridge is built. It links the two halves of the old town and also guards
the town against attack by boat from the lake.

17th century Hans Heinrich Wägmann paints scenes from Swiss and Lucerne history, and from
the lives of the saints Leodegar and Maurice, on panels under the roof.

1833 to 1898 The banks are filled in for new streets and quays. The bridge loses about 75 m at its
south end and a little more at the north end.

1892 Alpine swifts start nesting in the Water Tower. Storks had left their nest on its roof
a few years before.

1919 The town archive finally moves out of the tower.

18 August 1993 A fire destroys much of the bridge and most of the paintings.

14 April 1994 The rebuilt bridge reopens, less than eight months after the fire.
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LOOK CLOSER

A tower of many jobs
Over the centuries the Water Tower has been a lookout post, a prison and torture chamber, a treasury
and the town archive. Its name comes simply from standing in the water. Today it is used by a local
artillery club and is not open to the public.

Fire on the river
On a summer night in 1993 the old bridge caught fire, possibly from a carelessly dropped cigarette. Many
of the old paintings were lost. Look closely as you cross: in places you can still see charred remains of
the old paintings.

Swifts, not storks
Look at the top of the Water Tower in summer. Fast, dark birds race around it, screaming. They are
Alpine swifts, and they have nested in the tower since 1892. It is one of the largest colonies in central
Switzerland.

FIND IT IN LUCERNE
Address
Kapellbrücke, 6002 Luzern

Getting there
About five minutes on foot from Lucerne station:
walk towards the old town along the river.

Tip
For the classic photo, stand on the Seebrücke or
the quay near the station in the early morning,
when the bridge is quiet. Then cross it slowly and
look up at the paintings.
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My visit
Kapellbrücke and Wasserturm, Lucerne

Date of my visit

I was there with

The weather was

What I remember most

Stick a photo or your ticket here

Built on Building time
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Chapter 1

Quays and the old town
Steps 1–60
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

1
4x

2
5x
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

3
5x

4
5x

turn the model around
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

5
5x

6
4x 1x
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

7
5x

turn the model around

8
5x

turn the model around
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

9
3x

turn the model around

10
1x 1x
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

11
1x 2x 1x 1x

12
1x 1x 1x 2x
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

13
1x 1x 1x 1x 1x

14
1x 1x 1x 1x 1x
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

15
1x 1x 1x 1x 1x

turn the model around

16
2x 1x 1x 1x

turn the model around
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

17
1x 1x 1x

turn the model around

18
1x 1x 1x 1x 1x
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

19
1x 2x 1x 1x

20
1x 1x 1x 2x
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

21
1x 1x 1x 1x 1x

22
1x 2x 2x
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

23
2x 1x 1x 1x

24
1x 2x 1x 1x

turn the model around
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

25
2x 1x 1x 1x

turn the model around

26
2x

turn the model around
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

27
1x 1x 2x 1x

28
1x 1x 1x 2x
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

29
2x 1x 1x 1x

30
1x 1x 1x 1x 1x
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

31
1x 1x 1x 1x 1x

32
2x 1x 1x 1x

turn the model around
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

33
1x 2x 1x 1x

turn the model around

34
1x 2x 1x

turn the model around
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

35
1x 1x 1x 1x 1x

36
1x 2x 1x 1x
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

37
1x 1x 1x 2x

38
1x 1x 1x 1x 1x



26

Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

39
1x 2x 2x

40
2x 1x 1x 1x
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

41
1x 2x 1x 1x

turn the model around

42
2x 1x 1x 1x

turn the model around
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

43
1x 1x

turn the model around

44
1x 1x 1x 2x
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

45
1x 1x 1x 2x

46
1x 1x 1x 2x

turn the model around
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

47
2x 3x

48
2x 1x 1x 1x
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

49
1x 4x

50
2x 2x 1x



32

Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

51
4x 1x

52
2x 1x 1x 1x
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

53
1x 4x

54
2x 2x 1x
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

55
4x 1x

56
2x 1x 1x 1x

turn the model around
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

57
1x 4x

turn the model around

58
3x 1x 1x

turn the model around
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Chapter 1 · Quays and the old town

59
5x

turn the model around

60
1x 1x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2

Wasserturm
Steps 61–123
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

61
4x 1x

turn the model around

62
4x 1x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

63
1x 1x

turn the model around

64 4x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

65 4x

turn the model around

66 4x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

67
1x 3x

turn the model around

68 4x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

69 4x

turn the model around

70 4x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

71
2x 2x

turn the model around

72 4x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

73 4x

turn the model around

74 4x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

75
1x 1x 1x 1x 1x

turn the model around

76
2x 2x 1x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

77 4x

turn the model around

78 4x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

79 4x

turn the model around

80
4x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

81
3x 2x

turn the model around

82
1x 2x 2x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

83 5x

turn the model around

84 5x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

85 4x

turn the model around

86 4x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

87 4x

turn the model around

88
1x 1x 2x 1x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

89
2x 1x 1x 1x

turn the model around

90 4x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

91 4x

turn the model around

92 4x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

93
2x 2x

turn the model around

94 4x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

95 4x

turn the model around

96 4x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

97
1x 1x 1x 1x 1x

turn the model around

98
1x 1x 1x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

99 4x

turn the model around

100 4x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

101 4x

turn the model around

102
2x 2x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

103 3x 1x 1x

turn the model around

104 1x 1x 1x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

105
4x 1x

turn the model around

106
1x 4x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

107
5x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

108
5x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

109
5x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

110
5x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

111
2x 3x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

112
5x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

113
2x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

114
1x 4x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

115
5x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

116
5x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

117
5x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

118
4x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

119
1x 4x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

120
5x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

121
1x 2x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

122
4x

turn the model around
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Chapter 2 · Wasserturm

123
1x 1x

turn the model around
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Chapter 3

Kapellbrücke
Steps 124–131
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Bridge run
Build this first; it goes on in a later step.

1 2x 1x

2
4x
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Bridge run

3
4x

4
4x

turn the model around
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Bridge run

5 5x

6 5x
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Bridge run

7 5x

8 5x
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Bridge run

9 5x
turn the model around

10 5x
turn the model around
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Bridge run

11 2x 3x

12 3x 2x



85

Bridge run

13 1x 1x 3x

14 2x 1x 2x



86

Bridge run

15 2x 3x

16 1x 2x 2x



87

Bridge run

17 2x 3x

18 1x 2x 2x
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Bridge run

19 2x 3x

20 2x 1x 2x
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Bridge run

21 1x 1x 3x

22 3x 2x
turn the model around
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Bridge run

23 2x 3x
turn the model around

24 3x 2x
turn the model around
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Bridge run

25 1x 1x 3x
turn the model around

26 2x 1x 2x
turn the model around
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Bridge run

27 2x 2x
turn the model around

28 2x 1x
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Bridge run

29 5x

30 5x
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Bridge run

31 5x

32 5x

turn the model around
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Bridge run

33
1x 3x 2x

turn the model around

34 5x
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Bridge run

35 5x

36 5x
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Bridge run

37 5x

turn the model around

38 2x
turn the model around
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Chapter 3 · Kapellbrücke

124 2x 3x

125 3x 2x
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Chapter 3 · Kapellbrücke

126 1x 2x

127 2x 1x

turn the model around
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Chapter 3 · Kapellbrücke

128
4x 1x

turn the model around

129 1x 2x 2x
turn the model around
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Chapter 3 · Kapellbrücke

130
1x 1x 1x 2x

turn the model around

131
1x 2x
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Chapter 4

Promenades and the Reuss
Steps 132–183
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Tree  ×4
Build this 4 times; it goes on in a later step.

1
1x 1x 4x

2
4x 1x



104

Tree (×4)

3 4x
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Lamp  ×7
Build this 7 times; it goes on in a later step.

1
1x 1x 1x
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Parasol  ×3
Build this 3 times; it goes on in a later step.

1 1x 2x
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Lucerne flag
Build this first; it goes on in a later step.

1
3x 1x

2
1x 1x 1x 1x
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Swiss flag
Build this first; it goes on in a later step.

1
3x 1x

2
2x 1x 1x
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Swan  ×5
Build this 5 times; it goes on in a later step.

1 1x 1x



110

Reuss boat
Build this first; it goes on in a later step.

1 2x 3x

2
4x 1x
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Reuss boat

3 4x
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

132
3x 2x

turn the model around

133
1x 2x 2x

turn the model around
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

134
5x

135
1x 3x 1x
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

136 1x 4x
turn the model around

137 2x 2x
turn the model around
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

138 4x

139
1x 1x 1x 1x
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

140 1x 2x 1x

turn the model around

141
1x 4x
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

142
1x 4x

turn the model around

143
3x 2x
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

144 5x

145 1x 2x 2x
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

146 1x 3x 1x

147
2x 2x 1x

turn the model around
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

148
2x 1x 2x

turn the model around

149 2x 3x

turn the model around
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

150
2x 2x 1x

turn the model around

151 4x 1x

turn the model around
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

152
1x 2x 2x

turn the model around

153
4x 1x

turn the model around
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

154
1x 4x

turn the model around

155 3x 2x
turn the model around
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

156 3x 2x
turn the model around

157 2x 2x
turn the model around
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

158 2x 3x

159 2x 3x
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

160
1x 1x 3x

161
5x
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

162
5x

163
1x 3x 1x
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

164
2x 1x 2x

turn the model around

165
1x 4x
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

166
3x 1x 1x

167
2x 1x 2x

turn the model around
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

168
2x 2x 1x

169
4x 1x
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

170 5x
turn the model around

171
4x 1x
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

172
3x 2x

173
1x 1x 3x
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

174
1x 4x

turn the model around

175
4x 1x

turn the model around
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

176
4x 1x

177
4x 1x
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

178
1x 3x 1x

turn the model around

179
1x 3x 1x

turn the model around
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

180
4x 1x

turn the model around

181
2x 2x 1x

turn the model around
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Chapter 4 · Promenades and the Reuss

182
1x 1x 3x

turn the model around

183 2x 2x
turn the model around
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Last chapter

The display stand
Every model in the series stands on the same black stand with a nameplate, so your souvenirs
line up on the shelf. Build the black strip, press it under the front edge of the model, and press
the small 2 × 4 plates (the feet) under its back corners. Then stick the label from the nameplate
page on the tan tiles.
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The display stand

1 4x

2
3x

turn the model around
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The display stand

3 4x

4
3x 1x
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The display stand

5
3x 1x

turn the model around



142

Your nameplate
Print this page at 100 % (no “fit to page”), cut out a label along the grey line and stick it on the tan 2 × 8
nameplate of the display stand. Tip: sticker paper or a strip of clear tape on top makes it last.

Kapellbrücke and Wasserturm
Lucerne · Water Tower about 1300

Kapellbrücke and Wasserturm
Lucerne · Water Tower about 1300

Kapellbrücke and Wasserturm
Lucerne · Water Tower about 1300

Kapellbrücke and Wasserturm
Lucerne · Water Tower about 1300

Kapellbrücke and Wasserturm
Lucerne · Water Tower about 1300

Kapellbrücke and Wasserturm
Lucerne · Water Tower about 1300

Labels: three colours to choose from (tan, navy, Swiss red).
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Parts list

41x
3005 · Black

3x
3020 · Black

4x
3034 · Black

4x
3035 · Black

6x
87079 · Black

1x
3069 · Blue

16x
32607 · Bright Green

14x
3004 · Bright Light Yell

4x
3005 · Bright Light Yell

14x
3010 · Bright Light Yell

6x
3622 · Bright Light Yell

16x
4073 · Bright Pink

13x
87079 · Dark Azure

7x
3005 · Dark Bluish Gray

6x
3024 · Dark Bluish Gray

4x
3069 · Dark Bluish Gray

7x
3070 · Dark Bluish Gray

7x
85861 · Dark Bluish Gray

7x
87994 · Dark Bluish Gray

5x
3005 · Dark Brown

1x
4073 · Dark Brown

46x
3024 · Dark Green

16x
32607 · Dark Green

30x
3039 · Dark Red

4x
3040 · Dark Red

1x
3942c · Dark Red

4x
54200 · Dark Red

44x
85984 · Dark Red

4x
2431 · Dark Tan

9x
3004 · Dark Tan

2x
3010 · Dark Tan

2x
3069 · Dark Tan

30x
3070 · Dark Tan

4x
3460 · Dark Tan

2x
3666 · Dark Tan

2x
3710 · Dark Tan

1x
98283 · Dark Tan

4x
3024 · Green

16x
32607 · Green

8x
3941 · Green

17x
2431 · Light Bluish Gray

37x
2456 · Light Bluish Gray

1x
3003 · Light Bluish Gray

15x
3020 · Light Bluish Gray

4x
3023 · Light Bluish Gray

6x
3062 · Light Bluish Gray

13x
3068 · Light Bluish Gray

33x
3069 · Light Bluish Gray
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Parts list

9x
3070 · Light Bluish Gray

12x
87079 · Light Bluish Gra

4x
87087 · Light Bluish Gra

4x
91405 · Light Bluish Gra

2x
3004 · Light Nougat

4x
3005 · Light Nougat

4x
3010 · Light Nougat

8x
3622 · Light Nougat

16x
3068 · Medium Azure

61x
3069 · Medium Azure

9x
3070 · Medium Azure

18x
87079 · Medium Azure

2x
4073 · Pearl Gold

3x
14769 · Red

2x
3069 · Red

30x
4073 · Red

14x
3003 · Reddish Brown

16x
3005 · Reddish Brown

1x
3020 · Reddish Brown

1x
3021 · Reddish Brown

4x
3030 · Reddish Brown

4x
3034 · Reddish Brown

48x
3040 · Reddish Brown

16x
3045 · Reddish Brown

12x
3062 · Reddish Brown

3x
3069 · Reddish Brown

2x
3070 · Reddish Brown

2x
3623 · Reddish Brown

2x
3710 · Reddish Brown

4x
3795 · Reddish Brown

1x
3958 · Reddish Brown

7x
4073 · Reddish Brown

9x
3004 · Sand Blue

4x
3005 · Sand Blue

8x
3010 · Sand Blue

13x
15533 · Tan

6x
3004 · Tan

12x
3005 · Tan

2x
3009 · Tan

17x
3010 · Tan

4x
30414 · Tan

108x
3062 · Tan

2x
3622 · Tan

1x
3659 · Tan

2x
87079 · Tan

7x
98283 · Tan

5x
3005 · Trans-Clear

4x
3065 · Trans-Clear
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Parts list

5x
2431 · Trans-Light Blue

7x
3069 · Trans-Light Blue

5x
3004 · White

4x
3005 · White

9x
3010 · White

5x
3024 · White

6x
3062 · White

5x
3069 · White

2x
3460 · White

11x
3622 · White

1x
3659 · White

5x
54200 · White

7x
4073 · White

3x
98283 · White
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Sources and credits
• Kapellbrücke (German Wikipedia): https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kapellbr%C3%BCcke (Wikipedia (CC BY-SA), used for
facts only)

• Kapellbrücke (English Wikipedia): https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kapellbr%C3%BCcke (Wikipedia (CC BY-SA), used for
facts only)

• Bridges of Lucerne: intro (City of Lucerne): https://www.kapellbruecke.com/en/intro/ (Official city site, used for facts
only)

• Der Wasserturm ist ein spezielles Monument (City of Lucerne):
https://www.kapellbruecke.com/geschichten/der-wasserturm-ist-ein-spezielles-monument/ (Official city site, used for
facts only)

• Alpensegler (Ornithologische Gesellschaft Luzern): https://www.ogl-luzern.ch/Alpensegler (Bird society site, used for
facts only)

• History text written in our own words from the sources above; facts checked in at least one source.

• Maps: © OpenStreetMap contributors (ODbL).

• Part geometry: LDraw parts library (CC BY 4.0). Instructions, model and renders: CC BY-NC 4.0, free to share with credit,
no commercial use.

• An independent, non-commercial hobby project, not affiliated with any brick manufacturer.
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My Swiss Brick Trip

Kapellbrücke and Wasserturm
Lucerne

Scan for this landmark online: the instructions, its story and the parts order (one
BrickLink Wanted List for all the bricks).

https://myswissbricktrip.github.io/my-swiss-brick-trip/landmarks/kapellbruecke.html

Free instructions under CC BY-NC 4.0: share them, build them, no commercial use. An independent, non-commercial hobby
project, not affiliated with any brick manufacturer.


